
 Reading Artifacts 
Recommended for Grades 9 to 12 

 
Reading: interpreting symbols made by humans using sight and touch. 
Artifacts: Objects made and used by humans in the past. 
 
Examine the artifact closely and then answer the following questions. 
 
Description 
 

What do you think this object is made of?  
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
 
Why? 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 

 
What is its size, shape, and color? 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
 

Analysis 
 
List three characteristics that are important about this object. 
 

1. ____________________________________________________________ 
 

2. ____________________________________________________________ 
 
3. ____________________________________________________________ 
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Interpretation 
 
How do you think this object was used? 
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________ 
 
When or on what occasion might this object have been used? 
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________ 
 
Who might have used this object? 
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________ 
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